
SOLAR ECLIPSE PLANNING

FOR 

THE SOLAR ECLIPSE EVENT

ON APRIL 8, 2024



WHAT IS A SOLAR 

ECLIPSE:

A solar eclipse occurs when a 
portion of the Earth is 
engulfed in a shadow cast by 
the Moon which fully or 
partially blocks sunlight. This 
occurs when the Sun, Moon 
and Earth are aligned. Such 
alignment coincides with a 
new moon indicating the 
Moon is closest to the ecliptic 
plane.

~Wikipedia



HISTORY OF SOLAR ECLIPSES IN OHIO

 THE LAST TOTAL SOLAR ECLIPSE VISIBLE IN OHIO WAS IN 1806.

 THE NEXT TOTAL SOLAR ECLIPSE VISIBLE IN OHIO WILL BE IN THE 

YEAR 2444.

 THIS MEANS THE SOLAR ECLIPSE ON APRIL 8, 2024: 

WILL BE A VERY SPECIAL 

EXPERIENCE!



EXPECTATIONS IN RICHLAND COUNTY





2017 GREAT NORTH 

AMERICAN ECLIPSE

 9 states experienced totality

 Approximately 12,000,000 people lived on the 

path of totality



2024 GREAT NORTH 

AMERICAN ECLIPSE

 11 States will experience totality 

 Approximately 31,500,000 live on the path of 

totality



IMPACTS TO RICHLAND COUNTY AND WHY DO WE 

CARE:

BASED ON PREVIOUS SOLAR ECLIPSES WE 

CAN EXPECT NUMEROUS UNINTENDED 

ISSUES TO IMPACT US.



TRAFFIC GRIDLOCK





OTHER ISSUES:

 PUBLIC SAFETY ISSUES SUCH AS FIRE/EMS/LE CALLS FOR SERVICE.

 CELL NETWORKS OVERWHELMED DUE TO VOLUME OF DEVICES.

 NO AVAILABLE HOTEL/MOTEL ROOMS-CAMPGROUNDS FULL.

 PORTA POT AVAILABILITY

 DEDICATED VIEWING AREAS> WHERE & CAPACITY.

 TRAFFIC CONTROL.

 TRESPASSING ISSUES.

 MENTAL HEALTH> SUICIDE AWARENESS CAMPAIGN



OTHER ISSUES CONTINUED:

 MOBILE RADIOS MAY BE AFFECTED.

 DO WE PURCHASE AND PROVIDE SOLAR VIEWING GLASSES.

 SCHOOL ISSUES: BUS TRANSPORTATION, CANCEL SCHOOL THAT 

DAY, ETC.

 INTERNET OVERWHELMED SLOW NETWORK TRAFFIC POTENTIAL.

 DISABLED MOTORISTS ON INTERSTATES/STATE ROUTES> 71/30/13 

ETC.

 INCREASE IN HOSPITAL ED VISITS DUE TO ECLIPSE.



PARTNER PLANNING/INVOLVEMENT:

 RICHLAND CO. EMA/ STATE EMA

 FIRE/EMS/LE

 RICHLAND PUBLIC HEALTH

 MENTAL HEALTH BOARD

 HOSPITALS- OHM, AVITA

 SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS

 RICHLAND COUNTY ENGINEER

 ODOT



PARTNER PLANNING/INVOLVEMENT:

 MANSFIELD RICHLAND CO. PUBLIC LIBRARY

 RICHLAND CO. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

 HOTEL/ MOTEL MANAGEMENT

 RED CROSS

 211

 AREA PARK DISTRICTS

 MUNICIPALITIES/VILLAGES/TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATORS

 RICHLAND CO. COMMISSIONERS

 NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

 RICHLAND COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING



START YOUR PLANNING 

NOW!



KEY PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS:

 PRE-IDENTIFIED VIEWING LOCATIONS

 HOW DO WE HANDLE THE TRAFFIC GRIDLOCK AFTER EVENT

 TRAFFIC CONTROL

 ANSWERING FIRE/EMS/LE CALLS FOR SERVICE

 STAFFING ISSUES

 COMMUNICATIONS

 HOSPITAL VISITS/ STAFFING



SOLAR ECLIPSE AAR’S:

 Colorado Solar Eclipse AAR

 Oregon Solar Eclipse AAR

https://transops.s3.amazonaws.com/uploaded_files/After%20Action%20Report%202017%20Eclipse%20-Colorado%20DOT.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/oem/Documents/2017_Eclipse_AAR.pdf


QUESTIONS


